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This Week—What Can College Do for Me?
This week, we’ll be comparing the benefits of getting a college degree before 
starting your career to starting your career directly after high school.  

New to Get a Life?

Get a Life is a quick, online game where you guide a character through college, 
career, and life decisions while dealing with the strange issues that come up 
in their lives (believe me, they get pretty weird). All the careers in Get a Life 
are real, and all the schools are based on real colleges, universities, and trade 
schools. As you help characters like Jacob or Isabella through their journeys, 
you might get some ideas about what you want to do with your own. 

Each week, we will be releasing activities to help you get the most from Get a 
Life, connecting what happens in the game with the real world. Each addition 
will include an extension activity that you can complete with your family. 

If this is your first time playing Get A Life, you’ll need to sign up. Use the invite 
code below and follow the instructions on the next page. If you’ve played Get a 
Life before, just log into your Game Portal Account and skip the sign-up step. 
You won’t need to enter a new invite code. 

Shawnee Middle School
Invite Code: zzyqg6g3
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Signing Up
To access Get A Life and other K20 GBL games, go to: 
gameportal.k20center.ou.edu 

Invite Code: zzyqg6g3

Existing Accounts

If you already have an account, log in, click “ADD CLASS” and enter your invite 
code.

Enter your invitation code

Click Sign Up with Google

Click SIGN UP

Click ADD CLASS

https://gameportal.k20center.ou.edu
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The Benefits of Going to College 
Do you know all the benefits of getting a 4-year college degree? More job 
options? Better pay? It goes way beyond that. Let me lay some stats on you ... 

• College graduates earn about $21,000 more each year than people who 
only have a high school diploma. 

• College graduates earn $2.3 million on average over their lifetime, 
compared to $1.3 million for those with only a high school degree. 

• College graduates have a longer life expectancy.
• College graduates are more likely to vote, run for office, and volunteer. 
• College graduates report higher job satisfaction.
• College graduates are more happily married. 
• Jobs requiring a college degree are growing faster than those that don’t 

require a college degree. 

To compare the benefits of going to college to not going, you will play two 
different scenarios in Get a Life. In the first, you will attempt to complete 
university after high school. You’ll have to take on some debt and sacrifice 
making money for a few years. In the second scenario, you’ll start earning 
money right out of high school by going straight into a job, but your earning 
potential will be limited by your lack of higher education. 
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Activity One—Challenge Accepted! Going to College
Complete the first scenario by playing through Get a Life, while trying to get a 
college degree for your character. Here are a few things to keep in mind:  

• If the character’s ACT score is too low to get into a 4-year program, have 
them go to a 2-year community college first. 
 ◦ If their community college grades are high enough when they graduate, 

they can transfer to a 4-year university. 
 ◦ If their community college grades are too low to be accepted to a 4-year 

program, have them restart the game to try again. 
• Remember that time management can be an issue in college. 

Extracurricular activities and relationships provide a lot of comfort points 
but piling on too many of them can hurt your grades. 

To make things a little more interesting, look up a few colleges in your area or 
colleges you’d like to attend and find their “total cost.” Total cost refers to the 
cost of tuition and fees, as well as the cost of housing. This is a good website 
to find total college costs. Then, try to pick the college in Get a Life that most 
closely matches the cost of your chosen college. Since the prices shown in Get 
a Life are for 4 years, you’ll need to multiply the numbers on the website by 
four to compare them accurately.

https://www.collegecalc.org/colleges/oklahoma/
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Activity Two—Challenge Accepted! Speed Run
So now you have an idea of what life is like with a college degree. Let’s try the 
opposite. Play through your next character in Get a Life and skip college entirely! 
That’s right, just get a job right out of high school. After doing so, consider 
these questions: 

• How did taking a character through college compare with skipping college 
entirely? 

• Were there any opportunities your college-going character had that your 
non-college-going character didn’t? 

• The character that skipped college made less money. How did this impact 
their life? 

Bonus Activity

As a fun bonus, we’ve included an Achievement Sheet for Get a Life. Each 
achievement is a different life path and a different challenge. Can you complete 
all nine? 
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Parent Extension
Parents, your kids just got a taste of what life is like with and without going to 
college. Look over your child’s answers from Activity Two and invite them to 
discuss what they experienced in Get A Life. 

Work with your child to pick out three careers they find interesting. Next, 
answer the questions below about each career. (The following websites are 
good resources for looking up information about careers and career clusters: 
O*Net Online, Minnesota State CAREERwide, and the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics.) 

• What kind of education does this career require? 
• How much does it pay? 
• if the chosen career requires a college degree, what is a similar career that 

doesn’t require a degree, and how much does that pay? 
• If the chosen career doesn’t require a college degree, what is a similar 

career that does, and how much does that pay?

For every career cluster (a group of careers with similar features), there are 
multiple career paths with different educational requirements. If your child is 
interested in aspects of one career, maybe there are related careers in that 
cluster that are even more appealing!

Next Week

Next week, we’ll be trying to answer two important questions: What does 
it mean to love a job, and how do you get a job you’ll love? You might be 
surprised to discover what people find most fulfilling about careers!  

https://www.onetonline.org/find/career
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusters.html
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/
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Support
K20 GBL games are supported on the Chrome and Firefox browsers and on 
most Apple, Windows, and ChromeOS computers with an Internet connection.

For technical issues with our games, please go to: 
k20center.ou.edu/gamesupport

https://k20center.ou.edu/contact/gamesupport/

